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Get ready for upcoming clinic and events! 
! Eventing	Clinic	~	New	this	year	Olympian	Selena	O’Hanlon	in	June	
	
! New	Dressage	Tests	~	Rikki	Bruckmann	deciphers	it	in	April	
	
! Introduction	to	Driving	~	Lorin	Nauman	of	Pennsylvania	in	April	
	
! Land-Safe	~	Back	by	popular	demand	at	Mothersfield	in	May	

	
Please	see	the	Calendar	starting	on	page	10	for	details.	
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2017 GVRDC Harold Bixby Award 
David Chugg & Rikki Bruckmann 

Our winner tends to keep a low profile, so gathering facts about his life’s 
story was challenging. Apparently the gift of a pony for Christmas sparked 
a life-long involvement with horses. Early days in 4-H, riding western, 
saddle seat, and hunt seat, this well-rounded horseman also showed 
Arabians all over the country. Eventually, Dave Chugg ended up here back 
in the Genesee Valley and spent time foxhunting, participating in GVRDC 
Horse Trials and is known to have survived racing in Gail McGuire’s 
Schoolhouse races. 
He likely was summoned to volunteer his time and equipment for preparing 
the sand dressage rings for the Genesee Valley Hunt event at Hideaway 
Farm about 3 or 4 years ago. Being a bit particular about things, he 
decided he could improve things there. He offered to whip the rings into 
shape and those responsibilities quickly grew to include assisting Stirlin 
Harris in the mowing and haying of the fields.  Lucky for us, Dave took 
keen interest in what the GVRDC was doing to keep things up and running. 
His work there supporting our activities led to an unprecedented request to 
become more involved with the club! Dave joined the Board in 2017 and, 
needing more to do with his spare time, he became responsible for 
overseeing the grounds at Hideaway and made them his priority. From 
burying cables for lights in the barn to hundreds of hours mowing and 
mowing, trailering his equipment to and fro, to meeting with Carol and the 
officials for last minute repositioning of cross-country jumps, it was clear 
how important the care of Hideaway Farm was to Dave.  
His efforts have not been limited to sitting on his tractor! He’s helped Ajia set the tracks for the 5Ks in May and helped set 
up and tear down the dressage rings for nearly every activity that’s involved the sand rings. Above and beyond his hands-
on involvement with the care and custody of the “back 40” at Hideaway, he’s researched and educated himself on every 
improvement suggested, always looking for a better way to get things done there.  
Carol has joked with him that she expected to see him pitch a tent there in the summer as he spent so much of his time 
getting things up to snuff for the derbies and the events. It could honestly be said that Dave put his heart and soul into 
making the grounds at Hideaway something that the entire club could be proud of every time we set foot (or hooves!) on 
the property. 
We can’t really thank you enough, Dave, for everything you’ve done- for going the extra mile showing special attention to 
the site we’ve all grown to love as our GVRDC home. We owe you so much and congratulate you as our 2018 recipient of 
the Harold Bixby award.  
However, your work at Hideaway Farm isn’t really your crowning achievement.  Your finest achievement would have to be 
somehow convincing our OTHER Bixby award winner that the Genesee Valley would be a good place to call home.  
Whatever you did to talk Rikki Bruckmann into joining the GVRDC family, we appreciate it, as she has become a treasure 
to our club, as well. 
(CAROL BRINGS IN SECOND CHAIR) ☺  According to Dave, the two of them met around 1970 in Nebraska where they 
were showing Arabians against each other and he asked her to dance at the year-end banquet. Rikki was taking dressage 
lessons at the time from the founder of the USDF, Lowell Boomer. As life would have it, they went their separate ways, 
stayed in touch and 45 years later, reconnected when Rikki came here for a visit. 
In the course of those 45 years, Rikki developed her skills as a truly talented dressage rider, working for a time with 
Stephen and Shannon Peters in southern California. A USDF Gold medalist, Rikki must have wondered at the bunch of 
heathens here in our neck of the woods! But lucky for us, she kept coming back to visit Dave until she moved here four 
years ago this coming February.  Dave likes to joke that the first time she came to visit was in February and the moving 
van dropped her stuff on the coldest day of the winter, so she must have moved here for the climate! Although she doesn’t 
care much for our winter weather, Rikki has commented on how remarkable it is here and that she’s never seen so much 
green. Her horses came with her. Imagine their shock moving to western NY from San Francisco! 

	

The	Harold	Bixby	Award	recognizes				

all-around	sportsmanship,	
horsemanship	and	service	to	GVRDC.	
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Rikki’s worries that there wouldn’t be much to do here as far as equestrian activity met with a laugh from Dave, he said he 
told her it was not what there was for her to do but which activity she wanted to chose from. Dave got Rikki volunteering 
as a way to meet people. A few years ago she helped trail clear for the hunt and got roped into helping with GVRDC 
Twilight dressage, setting up rings and such. Rikki claims it was Dave’s suggestion that she take over the Twilight 
Dressage in 2016, she ended up setting up the rings for GVRDC events and for GVH. In the meantime, her popularity as 
an instructor grew and by 2017 Rikki was teaching a fairly large number of both pure dressage riders as well as event 
riders looking to up their game. She’s run two very successful “what is the dressage judge looking for” clinics for us over 
the past two years. 
Her involvement with riders in western NY hasn’t been limited to GVRDC, she’s been active with WNYDA and organized 
their highly successful “L” judges program in 2016. That led to her joining the Board of WNYDA, so we have to share her 
nicely now. 
But we will always appreciate Rikki’s enthusiasm and willingness to jump in to help whenever extra hands are needed for 
our club.  What makes her extra special is her kindness and generosity of spirit, doesn’t matter what the situation. Rikki, 
your positive attitude and your energy inspire the rest of us and you exemplify the honor the Bixby award represents. We 
thank Dave for his excellent taste in women and we thank Rikki for joining us here in the Genesee Valley- where we know 
how to show a California gal winter, spring summer and fall! 
 
 
Joseph O’Dea Award for extraordinary support by a non-competing rider  

Our winner is new to our club and fairly new to this area.  He moved here with his wife, Anne from Pennsylvania 
near Scranton, where he was a retired corrections officer and the couple ran a goat dairy farm.   A little more than 10 
years ago he took up driving and several years ago, he bought a driving pony from local driver, Sarah Bates.  They 
decided to move to Wayne County where Anne, who trains German Shepherds in tracking and obedience, also had a 
trainer there.  They bought and renovated an 1830s brick school house, and built a barn for his two ponies.  Sarah 
recommended him to come to our rescue when we needed someone to take over the organization of the GVRDC Driving 
Show after Catherine and Elmar Frangenberg, our longtime show organizers, retired last year.  He and his hard-working 
committee have successfully reinvigorated our now ADS recognized driving competition.    

 
Congratulations to Danny Harter and thank you for your wonderful service.    
 
 

Edward Harris Memorial Award Volunteer of the Year  
 Our winner is a woman who, like Danny, took over one of our club’s most successful activities, the Firecracker 
and Pumpkin Derbies after it was in the capable hands of Farley and Jim Wagner, who ran the event for many years.  She 
has demonstrated over the last five years that this event, held twice a year, is hers.  She is a PATH Certified Theraputic 
Riding Instructor and is Program Manager at Equicenter.  As such she has supplied a number of people from Equicenter 
to volunteer at GVRDC events.  A long-time competitor, she trained an off-track thoroughbred from Finger Lakes Race 
Track and successfully competed him through Preliminary.  
 
 Congratulations to Lindsay Alberts and thank you for your wonderful service. 
 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of a member who has contributed for a “lifetime” to the club 
 Our winner has given her many talents and generous time to our club for probably more than the entire lifetime of 
many of our members.  For more years than any of us can remember, she has served as a judge for twilight dressage, 
jumping derbies, and trail trials, as well as announcer, scribe, and scorer for our club.  And, if she isn’t helping our club on 
any given weekend, she is likely to be volunteering at an event of any number of horse groups, such as WNYDA, a local 
pony club or a 4-H group.  She also serves on the Joan Alliger Memorial Scholarship Committee.   And, most significantly 
to every rider in this club as well as in the country, she has contributed her time and expertise nationally in the 
development of safe riding helmets.  And she gives of herself to everything she does with a big smile and a great deal of 
enthusiasm. 
 Congratulations to Dru Malavase and thank you for your wonderful service. 
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Sonny Memorial Versatility Award created by Elmar Frangenberg to recognize and encourage BOTH 
riding and driving  
 Our winner competed successfully in our GVRDC combined training events as well as at Walnut Hill Driving 
competition on the same horse.  She had also entered our own GVRDC driving competition but was forced to scratch due 
to a medical issue. 
 
 Congratulations to Anne Eilinger and Bonnie Andre’s horse, Bruichladdich, otherwise known as “Laddy.” 

 
!!!!! 

GVRDC 2017 Year End Eventing Awards 
Intro Division 	 	 	

PLACE	 RIDER	 HORSE	 	 	

Horse          	1	 Brenda	Buck	 Saranac	Tramonay	 	 	

2	 Devyn	Merritt	 Johnny	Walker	Red	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Junior														1	 Cameron	Grills	 A	Small	Fortune	 	 	

2	 Grace	Ebner	 Elcapone	 	 	
 
Rider    										1	 Ann	Lowe	 Connect	the	Dots	 	 	
 
Open  													1	 Andrea	Rivers	 Flexible	Flyer	 	 	

2	 Chrisanne	Beardslee	 Indy	 	 	

3	 Mary	Dickinson	 Wheels	Tiger	T	 	 	
 
Beginner Novice Division 	 	 	

PLACE	 RIDER	 HORSE	 	 	

Horse															1	 Lindsay	Alberts	 Miami	Vice	 	 	

2	 Jean	Donnan	 Lord	Sigmundo	 	 	

3	 Devyn	Merritt	 Johnny	Walker	Red	 	 	

4	 Kasandra	Wohlschlegel	 Theodore	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Junior														1	 Rebecca	Blackburn	 Regally	Blonde	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Rider  													1	 Kimberly	Bement-Price	 Sovereign	E	 	 	

2	 Brianna	Hoyt	 Will	Make	It	 	 	

3T	 Kimberly	Crane	 Princess	Buttercup	 	 	

3T	 Kate	Rubino	 Emerald	Bay	 	 	

5T	 Kathleen	Hall	 Razzle	Dazzle	 	 	

5T	 Laura	Hall	 Sassy’s	Pretty	Agenda	 	 	
 
Beginner Novice, cont’d 	 	 	 	

7	 Mary	Dickinson	 Wheel’s	Tiger	T	 	 	

8	 Alicia	Holtz	 Knight’s	Angle	 	 	

Open 	 	 	 	

1	 Jannah	Matzan	 Talim	 	 	

2	 Heidi	Silsby	 Everlasting	 	 	

3T	 Lisa	Dreste	 Joe’s	Cappuccino	 	 	

3T	 Beth	Harrison	 Honey	Locust	Absolute	 	 	

3T	 Nancy	Reale	 Piper	Super	Cruiser	 	 	
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Novice Division 	 	 	

PLACE	 RIDER	 HORSE	 	 	

Horse   												1 Troy	Wing	 G	Easter	Bay	 	 	

2	 Anne	Eilinger	 Bruichladdich	 	 	

3	 Beth	Walkowicz	 Baron	Tweedsmouth	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Junior												1	 Rebecca	Blackburn	 Regally	Blonde	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Rider														1	 Jessica	Mead	 See	My	Stardust	 	 	

2	 Farley	Wagner	 In	The	Groove	 	 	

3	 Jean	Kiefer	Wood	 Liffey	Star	 	 	

4	 Heidi	Silsby	 Everlasting	 	 	

5	 Laura	Schumacher	 Camelsout	 	 	

6	 Jannah	Matzan	 Talim	 	 	

7	 Julieann	Overholt	 En	The	Moment	 	 	

8T	 Ajia	Cherry	 Ataktos	 	 	

8T	 Beth	Harrison	 Honey	Locust	Absolute	 	 	

8T	 Donna	Hecht	 Cocobolo	 	 	

8T	 Allison	Vidro	 Naskra’s	Luck	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Open																1	 Lisa	Reed	 Where	Is	Burke	 	 	

2	 Kasandra	Wohlschlegel	 Cognac	Cougar	 	 	

3	 Lisa	Nadeau-Legge	 Star	Witness	 	 	

4	 Lucien	Rouse	 Royal	 	 	

	
	
	 	 	 	

Training Division 	 	 	

PLACE	 RIDER	 HORSE	 	 	

Horse          	1	 Kasandra	Wohlschlegel	 Cognac	Cougar	 	 	

 	 	 	 	

Rider             1	 Lucien	Rouse	 Royal	 	 	

2	 Patricia	Weir	 Wooden	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

Open             	1	 Troy	Wing	 Mystician	 	 	
 
 
 	 	 	 	
Preliminary Division 
Horse           1	 Carrie	Wehle	 Edelmann	 	 	
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A Legacy of Legends 
By Hank Minor - a 2018 Joan Alliger scholarship recipient 

	
For	the	past	nine	years,	top	horsemen	from	across	North	America	have	gathered	to	honor	and	carry	on	the	teachings	

of	two	remarkable	legends	–	Tom	Dorrance	and	Ray	Hunt.	For	three	days	these	top	hands,	along	with	their	protégés,	start	
colts,	share	training	techniques,	and	demonstrate	the	principles	and	approaches	to	horsemanship	developed	and	handed	
down	by	their	mentors,	Tom	and	Ray.	A	Legacy	of	Legends	is	not	a	competition;	it	is	a	showcase	of	the	evolution	of	what	long	
time	students,	accomplished	horsemen	in	their	own	right,	have	learned	from	these	two	masters.	This	year,	with	help	from	a	
Joan	Alliger	scholarship	from	the	GVRDC,	I	was	able	to	attend	this	event	to	further	my	education	and	development	as	a	
horseman.	My	wife,	Laura,	joined	me	on	this	trip	to	participate	in	the	experience,	and	we	both	came	away	with	important,	
newfound	information	and	skills	–	as	well	as	a	clearer	vision	as	to	where	this	approach	to	horsemanship	can	lead.	

	
The	2018	A	Legacy	of	Legends	event	took	place	at	the	Will	Rogers	Memorial	Center	in	Fort	Worth,	Texas,	March	9-11.	

The	WRMC	is	a	world-class	venue,	built	specifically	to	host	horse	and	equestrian	events	year	round.	The	format	of	this	year’s	
Legacy	of	Legends	event	was	this:		Each	of	six	horsemen	–	Buck	Brannaman,	Joe	Wolter,	Buster	McLaury,	Jaton	Lord,	Anthony	
Desreaux,	and	Wayne	Robinson	–	would	have	one	hour	each	day	for	three	days	in	a	large	round	pen,	placed	within	a	larger	
arena,	with	4-5	of	their	top	students	and	the	same	number	of	unstarted,	two	year	old	colts.	Each	group	would	work	their	colts	
for	one	hour,	then	exit,	and	the	next	group	would	enter	and	start	their	session.	The	goal	was	to	have	each	student	start	one	colt	
and	work	with	it	progressively	over	the	three	days,	demonstrating	the	basic	principles	and	techniques	of	this	unique	approach	
to	horsemanship.	

Now,	let	me	stop	here	for	a	moment	to	give	you	a	bit	of	context.	I	didn’t	start	riding	until	I	was	almost	40	years	old.	I	
have	never	started	a	colt,	have	no	business	starting	a	colt,	and	do	not	ever	plan	on	starting	a	colt.	So,	what	did	I	hope	to	learn	
by	attending	this	event?	What	I	came	to	understand	is	that,	if	this	approach	to	horsemanship	could	be	applied	to	and	be	
effective	with	an	almost	feral,	young	horse,	then	it	would	hold	true	for	an	older,	domesticated	horse,	already	well	started	
under	saddle.	To	say	that	I	was	impressed	by	what	I	saw	happen	and	what	I	learned	over	these	three	days	would	be	an	
understatement.	By	the	end	of	the	first	hour	(we’re	talking	the	first	60	minutes	here),	these	young	horses	had	been	caught,	
haltered,	ground-worked,	saddled,	and	had	a	leg	thrown	over	them.	All	without	drama	or	trauma.	By	the	end	of	the	day	two	
session	(another	60	minutes),	they	had	been	bridled,	ridden	in	the	round	pen,	and	were	performing	turns	and	stops	at	the	
walk,	trot,	and	canter/lope.	By	the	end	of	the	day	three	session	(the	final	60	minutes),	they	had	been	ridden	in	the	large	arena,	
performed	all	the	basic	gates	and	movements,	including	turns	on	the	forehand	and	turns	on	the	haunches,	and	had	been	
introduced	to	fence	gates,	tarps	and	dragged	items.	180	minutes,	three	days.	They	were	still	young	and	green,	to	be	sure.	But	
they	were	well	started,	they	were	calm	and	untroubled,	and	they	were	willing	and	ready	for	the	next	step	in	their	training.	
Pretty	amazing.	

Throughout	each	of	the	colt	starting	sessions,	the	head	horseman	would	narrate	to	the	audience	what	was	occurring	
at	any	given	moment,	drawing	out	the	key	lessons	to	be	learned.	One	of	the	interesting	things	I	observed	was	that,	even	though	
the	techniques	and	approaches	of	each	individual	horseman	varied	to	some	degree,	one	from	another,	the	basic	principles	
always	remained	the	same:		Softness.	Patience.	Understanding.	Communication.	No	force,	no	anger,	no	adversarial	
confrontation.	Ever.	Always	a	willingness	on	the	part	of	the	human	to	find	a	way	to	communicate	to	the	horse	what	was	being	
asked	-	and	working	with	the	horse	where	they	were	in	their	individual	stage	of	development	to	help	them	understand	and	
find	the	right	answer.	This	was	the	core	education	of	the	event,	and	the	primary	lesson	in	all	of	it	for	me.		

At	the	end	of	each	day,	Buck	also	held	a	one-hour	horsemanship	class	for	riders	who	had	signed	up	previously,	and	the	
audience	was	invited	to	watch	and	to	ask	questions.	These	were	amateur	riders	and	their	mounts	from	a	wide	variety	of	
disciplines,	looking	to	improve	their	skills,	their	softness	and	their	partnership	with	their	horses.	As	in	the	colt	starting	
sessions,	the	underlying	concepts	of	refined	horsemanship	were	presented	to	the	individual	riders.	Feel.	Timing.	Balance.	Even	
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within	this	brief	period	of	time,	we	could	see	riders	making	positive	changes	in	their	approach	and	their	technique,	with	the	
resulting	changes	seen	in	the	relaxation	and	movement	of	their	horses.	And	the	fact	that	we	got	to	watch	Buck	ride	and	school	
his	upper	level,	two-rein	horse	during	the	class	was	definitely	an	added	bonus.	
Over	the	three	days	of	the	event,	and	with	over	twenty	pages	of	notes	taken,	these	were	some	of	the	key	lessons	gleaned:	

# The	importance	of	gaining	control	of	your	horse’s	feet.	You	need	control	of	those	feet.	If	you	have	his	feet,	you	
have	his	mind.	Get	the	reins	connected	to	the	feet.	You	must	know	where	your	horse’s	feet	are	in	order	to	effectively	
direct	them.	

	

# Preparation	is	the	key	to	all	movements	and	maneuvers	–	whether	it	be	catching,	saddling,	bridling,	mounting,	or	
movements.	Help	the	horse	get	into	the	right	frame	of	mind,	as	well	as	the	right	position	and	balance,	then	ask.	

	

# Blend	with	the	horse.	Go	with	the	horse,	so	they	can	go	with	you.	This	is	where	Feel	and	Timing	come	in.	Once	you	
have	Feel	and	Timing,	then	you	can	have	Balance.	

	

# Observe	the	horse.	Become	aware	of	the	whole	horse.	Notice	all	the	cues	he’s	offering	you.	He	will	tell	you	
everything,	but	you	need	to	observe	and	be	aware	of	even	the	slightest	try	and	changes.	Work	where	the	horse	is	–	
today.	Be	willing	to	throw	out	your	plan	and	be	open	to	what’s	in	front	of	you.	The	horse	can	be	your	greatest	teacher	
–	if	you’ll	listen.	

	

# Start	by	offering	the	horse	the	best,	softest	deal	possible.	If	they	offer	that	back	to	you,	take	it.	If	not,	then	firm	up	
as	needed,	gradually.	Then	release	and	work	back	to	the	lightest	pressure	possible,	always	aiming	for	softness	and	
lightness.	

	

# Expose	your	horse	to	everything.	Help	him	get	comfortable	in	as	many	situations	and	environments	as	you	can.	
Break	up	habitual	patterns	that	lead	to	static	thinking	and	sheltered	behavior	on	the	part	of	the	horse.	Don’t	think	
“desensitization”.	Think	“acceptance.”	Help	him	learn	to	trust	you	and	to	turn	to	you	when	he	is	in	trouble.		

	

# Be	subtle	and	refined	in	applying	your	aids.	Always.	How	soft	can	you	be?	How	little	pressure	can	you	use	to	get	
the	job	done?	Can	you	move	him	with	just	a	thought?	

	
To	have	seen	these	accomplished	horsemen	train	and	ride	these	young	horses	was	an	education	of	the	highest	order.	And	

it	was	a	rare	opportunity	to	learn	from	so	many	top	horsemen,	all	in	one	place	at	one	time.	As	a	side	benefit,	we	also	had	the	
opportunity	to	meet	and	connect	with	other	riders,	like	ourselves,	who	are	committed	to	finding	a	better,	softer,	more	refined	
way	of	working	with	their	horses.		

I	want	to	sincerely	thank	the	GVRDC	for	this	scholarship	and	for	the	chance	to	participate	in	this	remarkable	and	
instructive	event.	I	have	already	begun	to	apply	many	of	the	lessons	I	learned	at	a	Legacy	of	Legends	to	my	partnership	with	
my	horse,	and	I	look	forward	to	sharing	more	of	this	information	with	area	riders	along	the	way.	
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Selena O’Hanlon Eventing Clinic 
On October 15, 2017, Selena O’Hanlon and Foxwood High became the first Canadian eventing pair to win the 
Fair Hill International CCI *** and “Woody” was subsequently named the 2017 USEA Advanced Horse of the 
Year. They are currently preparing to compete at Badminton this spring.  O’Hanlon successfully represented 
Canada in the 2008 Olympics, the 2010 World Equestrian Games and the 2011 Pan American Games. 

 
The clinic sponsored by GVRDC will be held on June 12 & 13 (Tuesday & Wednesday). The first day will focus 
on stadium jumping in preparation for the cross country schooling on day two. Both days will be two hours in 
length and will have no more than five riders per group. 
The entry form can be downloaded at www.gvrdc.org. For additional information please contact Nancy Reale  
at 585-259-5384 or nancyreale@gmail.com, or Jack Walnes at 585-747-8794 or jwalnes@yahoo.com. 
 

!!!!! 
 

NEW EVENTING DRESSAGE TESTS for 2018 
 
Get prepared for the new eventing dressage tests with Rikki Bruckmann on May 3rd from 5:30 – 8pm at Wehle 
Farms. Rikki is an L graduate with honors and has conducted this popular clinic for GVRDC the past two years. 
This year will also include a Grand Prix Dressage demo and a Driving Dressage demo. Coffee and donuts will 
be provided; please bring a chair. Sign up on line at www.gvrdc.org. For additional information contact the 
organizer, Ajia Cherry at contact@ajiacherry.com. 
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GVRDC BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES November 20, 2017 
Members Present: Jannah Matzan, Lindsay Alberts, Carol Kozlowski, Ann Parks, Ajia Cherry, 
Pat Moran, Tom Booth, Kim Ciulla, Lisa Nadeau-Legge,  Danny Harter, Jean Kiefer-Wood, Mary Delton, David 
Chugg, Rikki Bruckman, Hiedi Silsby 
 
No additions or corrections to secretary report 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Total club: we have a total loss of about $800, checking account balance is $8003, 
scholarship has $7200. We received a $750 refund from porta john company. Income/loss per event: 
5k: +$3000 
Annual Meeting: +$1000 
Clinic(s): +$500 
Combined test: +$1700 
Derbies: +$4500 
Twilight: +$3100 
Driving: -$150 
Fall Horse Trials: -$14,500 
General Club Expense: -$400 
OTTB: +$250 
Spring Horse Trials: -$1300 
Trail Trial: +$1300 
 
Motion to approve Treasurer's report by Pat, seconded by Tom, approved by all to pass. 
 
Events: A little dismayed by spring horse trial as it usually makes the club money. We generally spend $8-
10,000 mowing. We thought we were going to do a second cutting, and he did not end up coming back for the 
second mowing - which ended up costing the club about $7500 in mowing. Going forward: we have a TD and 
SJ judge. We are trying to find a president of the ground jury locally to cut transport costs for the spring event. 
We have historically lost money on the event, which is why we push fundraising, and fundraising events (ie: 
Derby, Twilight, etc). Our entries are about on par for the country, therefore we can't really charge more for 
entries/stabling. Cutting costs? Perhaps finding a cheaper organizer/TD as we put forth a lot of the work. This 
could potentially save $3000-$6000 using a volunteer TD/Organizer/Secretary.  We would really need to find 
people that would need to be capable and available - otherwise we have been really having a great experience 
with Ray Denis and secretary. Going forward: Haying before August event to cut mowing down significantly. 
Our jumps need restaining and we will need to plan a few work days to do this. Event dates for 2018: June 3, 
Aug 17-18. 
 
Clinic report: Carol filled in for Lucinda this year, but not planning on doing this in the future. Selena O’Hanlon 
has been suggested as a clinician, located in Ontario (winters in Ocala). We will see what her availability is in 
June, when we generally held the Lucinda clinic.  Cindy Strate will organize. 
 
Nominating committee: Sally Fox, Jean Kieffer-Wood, Pat Moran 
President: nominating Ann Parks for another term 
Treasurer: nominating Heidi Silsby 
Board: nominating Pat Moran, Amy Leibeck as board members  
 
Annual Meeting: January 13th 11:30a for board meeting.  
 
Year end awards: Kim needs a last update from Jean for a member list with the latest list of members.  
 
Special awards: This is all set (and its secret) 
 
 Motion to adjourn by Lindsay, seconded by Jannah and approved by all to adjourn at 8:30p 
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GVRDC AREA CALENDAR 2018 
March 31 & April 7 Mothersfield Gymnastic Clinic. Introductory through Training levels. Download a flyer at 

www.gvrdc.org. For additional information contact Carol at mothersfield@aol.com. 
April 13 & 14  Certified Horsemanship Association riding instructor conference at Houghton College. Go to 
   www.houghton.edu/equestrian for information. 
April 14  GVRDC Intro to Carriage Driving Clinic at Mothersfield, Avon , NY. For information contact 

Danny Harter at dannyannefarm@yahoo.com. Sign up online at www.gvrdc.org. 
April 15  Cobblestone Equestrian Center Eventing Dressage Test Clinic with Leonie Fernandes and Sandy 

Hider. Contact Leonie at DLFERN@rochester.rr.com or download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org  
April 28  Houghton College Spring Hunter-Jumper Show. Prize list and entry form at 
   www.houghton.edu/equestrian. 
May 3   GVRDC Dressage Auditing Clinic with Rikki Bruckmann at Wehle Farms. Includes Driving 

Dressage Demo and Grand Prix Dressage Demo. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 
May 5   Houghton College/WYNDA Challenge Series Dressage Schooling Show. Judge: Gale Wolfe (L 

grad & USDF  Gold Medalist). Go to www.houghton.edu/equestrian for information. 
May 5 & 6 Michael Page Jumping Clinic at Cobblestone Equestrian Center. Contact Nancy at 

nancyreale@gmail.com or 585-218-9996. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 
May 12 & 13 Centered Riding Clinic with Susan Kelley at Big House Stables. Contact Susan at 

sskelley27@gmail.com or 585-507-3397. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 
May 12   GVRDC Dave Minteer Desensitization Clinic, Bloomfield, NY. Additional information on Clinics 
   page at www.gvrdc.org.  
May 13 GVRDC Combined Test at Lehman Farms. For information contact organizer, Karen Berger  

at 716-462-7015. Sign up online at www.gvrdc.org   
May 19 & 20  “Land Safe” Clinic at Mothersfield. $325 for GVRDC members, $360 non-members. Download 
   a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 
May 19   Chestnut Ridge Spring Combined Test and Dressage Show. Go to 
   www.chestnutridgeequestriancenter.com for information or contact Sue Williams at 716-772-2707 

May 20   Carriage House Saddlery Spring Horse Trials, Trumansburg, NY. Go to 
www.carriagehousesaddlery.com/events. Intro through Novice and additional dressage tests. 

May 20-25  Certified Horsemanship Association riding instructor clinic at Houghton College. Earn certification 
as an instructor in English and/or Western. Go to www.houghton.edu/equestrian for information 
and to register. Additional clinic information at www.cha-ahse.org. 

May 23   3rd Annual GVRDC 5K Run With the Horses. For information contact Ajia Cherry at 
   contact@AjiaCherry.com. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org  
May 27   Volunteer Work Day for Spring Event. Meet at stabling area at Hideaway Farm, 10am – 3pm, 

light refreshments/drinks provided. Please bring weed whackers if available. Meet at stabling, 
please do NOT make path in field driving back there. Even a few hours in the morning or 
afternoon will be a huge help – get your volunteer hours finished early in the season! Contact 
Carol at mothersfield@aol.com or text 585-317-6906. Thanks everyone!   

May 28  GVH Cross Country Schooling at Nations Farm 2-5pm. $45 for GVH, GVPC and GVRDC 
  members; $50 for all others. Park on Nations Road and do not block traffic. Do not tie horses to 
  trailer on road side for any reason. 
June 1 & 2  Houghton College/USDF/USEF Spring Dressage I & II competitions. Judges: Cristel Carlson (S) 
  and Agnieszka Majewska (S & FEI***). Contact secretary Kathy Grisolia at kgrisolia@aol.com. 

Prize list at www.wynda.org. 
June 3  GVRDC Spring Horse Trials. Intro, Novice and Novice-Training. Entry information online at 

www.gvrdc.org  
June 3-5  Houghton College dressage clinic with FEI*** clinician Agnieszka Majewska. Go to 
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www.houghton.edu/equestrian and cick on “EVENTS” to register. Contact Larissa at 
Larissa.Ries@houghton.edu for additional information. 

June 9 & 13  GVRDC Cross Country Schooling at Horse Trial Grounds weather permitting.June 9 10am – 
2pm and June 13 4pm – 7pm. Only Intro through Novice courses will be open. Park on north side 
of Roots Tavern Road and do not tie horses to road side of trailer. Cost $35 GVRDC  and PC 
members, $50 non-members. All riders must be accompanied, either by another mounted person 
or ground person. Volunteers needed, please contact Carol at mothersfield@aol.com or  
text 585-317-6906. Please download release form at www.gvrdc.org and bring it with you. 

June 10  GVH Hunter Pace 8am at Oxbow Lane & South Avon Road, Geneseo, NY. $35 presale, $40 day 
of. For more information email mthornegvh@gmail.com or go to www.geneseevalleyhunt.org. 

June 12 & 13 GVRDC Eventing Clinic with Canadian Olympian Selena O’Hanlon. Contact Nancy at 
nancyreale@gmail.com or 585-218-9996. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 

June 16 & 17 Centered Riding Clinic with Susan Kelley at Big House Stables. Contact Susan at 
sskelley27@gmail.com or 585-507-3397. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 

June 17  Cohocton Hunter Pace & Timed Trail Ride Series 10am – 2pm. Contact Vikki at 585-727-1431 or 
Donna at dlw2@cornell.edu. Download a flyer at wwwlgvrdc.org.  

June 19  GVRDC Twilight Dressage. Volunteer scribes and stewards needed. Contact Rikki Bruckmann 
at rikkij1951@gmail.com or 760-668-4404. 

June 30  Volunteer Work Day - Set up for Firecracker Derby 9am - noon. Contact Lindsay Alberts at 
   Lfoxluger@gmailcom 
July 1   GVRDC Firecracker Derby at Hideaway Farm. Volunteers needed - Contact Lindsay Alberts at 
   Lfoxluger@gmailcom. Enter online at www.gvrdc.org  
July 6 – 8  Great Lakes Carriage Classic in Clinton, Ontario. A three day pleasure show with dressage, 

breed and specialty classes. Prize list and information at www.tricountycarriage.com.  
July 10   GVRDC Twilight Dressage. Volunteer scribes and stewards needed. Contact Rikki Bruckmann 

at rikkij1951@gmail.com	or 760-668-4404. 
July 14 – 15  Genesee Valley Hunt Horse Trials, USEA recognized. For information contact Kathleen at  
   k.kirkwood44@gmail.com  
July 14   Fox Run Equestrian/WYNDA Challenge Series dressage schooling show, East Aurora. Alicia 
   Rosenblatt, secretary. 
July 21 & 22  USEF/USDF Recognized WYNDA Summer Dressage Festival I at Houghton College Equestrian 
   Center. Prize list at www.wynda.org.  
July 29   Cohocton Hunter Pace & Timed Trail Ride Series 10am – 2pm. Contact Vikki at 585-727-1431 or 

Donna at dlw2@cornell.edu. Download a flyer at wwwlgvrdc.org.  
August 4  WYNDA Chalenge Series Dressage Show & Chestnut Ridge Combined Test. Go to 
   www.chestnutridgeequestriancenter.com for information or contact Sue Williams at 

716-772-2707/2957. 
August 4 & 5 Centered Riding Clinic with Susan Kelley at Big House Stables. Contact Susan at 

sskelley27@gmail.com or 585-507-3397. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 
August 14  GVRDC Twilight Dressage. Volunteer scribes and stewards needed. Contact Rikki Bruckmann 

at rikkij1951@gmail.com	or 760-668-4404. 
August TBA  Volunteer Work Day to set up for GVRDC Horse Trials 
August 18-19  GVRDC Fall Horse Trials USEA recognized Fall Horse Trials. Beginner Novice through 

Preliminary. There will NOT be an Into division as there is a separate date for the intro horse 
trials. Contact person TBA. 

August 22 & 25 GVRDC Cross Country Schooling at Horse Trial Grounds weather permitting. Only Beginner 
Novice through Preliminary courses will be open; NO Intro jumps available for this schooling. 
Park on north side of Roots Tavern Road and do not tie horses to road side of trailer. Cost $35 
GVRDC  and PC members, $50 non-members. All riders must be accompanied, either by another 
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mounted person or ground person. Volunteers needed, please contact Carol at 
mothersfield@aol.com or text 585-317-6906. Please download release form at www.gvrdc.org 
and bring it with you. 

August 26  GVRDC Intro Unrecognized Event. Contact Ajia Cherry at contact@AjiaCherry.com 
August 26  City View Equestiran Hunter/Jumper Show Hunters start at 9am and Jumpers not before 2pm.  
  Go to www.cityviewequestrian.com for more information. 
September TBA Volunteer Work Day to set up for GVRDC Driving Show. Contact Danny Harter  

at dannyannefarm@yahoo.com 
September 8-9  GVRDC Annual Driving Show at Hideaway Farm. Volunteers needed. Contact Danny Harter at 

dannyannefarm@yahoo.com 
September 8  GVRDC Annual Members & Volunteers Picnic at Hideaway Farm. RSVP Carol at 
   mothersfield@aol.com or text 585-317-6906 by Wednesday, September 5th. 
September 8 & 9 Centered Riding Clinic with Susan Kelley at Big House Stables. Contact Susan at 

sskelley27@gmail.com or 585-507-3397. Download a flyer at www.gvrdc.org. 
September 8  Chestnut Ridge Saddle-Up for Roswell Horse Trials and Dressage Show to benefit Roswell Park 

Cancer Institute. Go to www.chestnutridgeequestriancenter.com for information or contact Sue 
Williams at 716-772-2707/2957. 

September 8  Friends of Otter Creek 3rd Annual Fun Ride on the Otter Creek Horse Trails. Additional 
information at http://www.friendsofottercreekhorsetrails.com/ 

September 16  Cohocton Hunter Pace & Timed Trail Ride Series 10am – 2pm. Contact Vikki at 585-727-1431 or 
Donna at dlw2@cornell.edu. Download a flyer at wwwlgvrdc.org.  

September 22  Houghton College Horse Trials, Combined Test and Dressage competition. Go to 
www.houghton.edu/equestrian and click on “EVENTS” to register. Contact Larissa, secretary, at 
Larissa.Ries@houghton.edu for additional information. 

September 23  GVRDC 7th Annual Trail Trial at Booth Farm. Volunteers needed, contact Jannah at 
   matzan@aol.com or text 585-703-5966. Additional information at www.gvrdc.org.  
September 23  GVH Opening Meet. The Homestead, Geneseo. 
October 6  Volunteer Work Day to set up for Pumpkin Derby. 9am – noon. Please contact Lindsay Alberts 

at Lfoxluger@gmailcom to volunteer. 
October 7  GVRDC Pumpkin Derby at Hideaway Farm. Enter online at www.gvrdc.org. To volunteer contact 

Lindsay Alberts at Lfoxluger@gmail.com.  
October 13  GVH Races at Nations Road, Geneseo at 10am. Information at www.geneseevalleyhunt.org.  
October 14  City View Equestiran Jumper Finale. Go to www.cityviewequestrian.com for more information. 
October 21  GVH Hunter Pace Geneseo, NY. $35 presale, $40 day of. For more information email 

mthornegvh@gmail.com or go to www.geneseevalleyhunt.org. 
October 27  Chestnut Ridge Halloween Jumper Show (Saturday) and Schooling  Dressage Show (Sunday). 

Go to www.chestnutridgeequestriancenter.com for information or contact Sue Williams 
at 716-772-2707/2957. 

October 28  Cohocton Hunter Pace & Timed Trail Ride Series 10am – 2pm. Contact Vikki at 585-727-1431 or 
Donna at dlw2@cornell.edu. Download a flyer at wwwlgvrdc.org.  

November 3  Mothersfield Annual Barn Sale, 10am – 2pm at 4444 Hogmire Rd, Avon, NY. Contact Carol at 
   mothersfield@aol.com or text 585-317-6906. 
TBA   GVRDC Charmed by Charity event at Alex and Ani’s to benefit the club. Victor, NY. 
December 1  Houghton College Christmas Fun Show. One entry fee per horse and rider combo for the whole 

day. Covers all classes except the jumper stakes and barrel race stakes. Go to 
www.houghton.edu/equestrian and click on “EVENTS” for information and registration. 

 
Please check www.gvrdc.org for updates.  
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Mothersfield 
 

GYMNASTIC JUMPING CLINIC 

*** New format this year *** 
Saturday, March 31 & Saturday April 7, 2018 

Join us for our popular season kick-off! This clinic will provide appropriate and logical jumping exercises 
to prepare for spring competition or just to tune up you and your horse. After a brief warm-up on the flat, we’ll 
progress from trotting poles to more complicated gymnastic questions suitable for each level. The sessions 

will be 90 minutes in length and limited to 5 riders per group. 
 

Each day will be limited to 35 riders. This clinic always fills fast- don’t be stuck on the waiting list. If 
you are interested, send your completed registration form as soon as possible. 

 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

Introductory (18’ to 2’) 8:00 to 9:30 AM 
 Beg Novice (2’ to 2’6”) 9:45 to 11:15 AM 
 Beg Novice (2’ to 2’6”) 11:30 to 1:00 PM 
Novice (2’ to 3’) 1:15 to 2:45 PM 
Novice (2’ to 3’) 3:00 to 4:30 PM 
Training (2’9 to 3’3”) 4:45 to 6:15 PM 

 
Cost: $70.00 per rider/horse, 65.00 for CURRENT Pony Club and GVRDC members. 

Auditing is encouraged and FREE! 

Send check payable to Mothersfield Inc, PO Box 302, Geneseo NY 14454 along with current Negative 
Coggins. No refunds unless your place can be filled from wait list.  

***Please park only on the north side of Hogmire Road (Avon side!)*** 
 

Name:   

 

Address:   

 

E-Mail:   

 

Level:   Preferred Day:   

Release: I understand that this is a high risk sport and I am participating at my own risk. I hereby 
assume this risk and further do hereby release and hold harmless Mothersfield Inc., Carol Kozlowski, 
Mothersfield Inc.’s officers, agents, and employees from all liability for negligence resulting in 
accidents, damage, injury or illness to myself and my property, including the horse or horses which I 
will ride in this clinic. 

Signature of parent or guardian if under 18   
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GVRDC Membership 2018 - January 1 through December 31 
Fill out the Membership Form, print it and send with your check to  
GVRDC P.O. Box 499, Geneseo, NY 14454 

	
Type of Membership 

Individual Membership - $30 
Junior Membership (under 18 on Jan 1) - $20 
Family Membership - $45 Family Member Names:                                                               
	Honorary	Membership			 	

	

Address                                                                                                                                             
Best Phone number(s) to reach you                                                                                                  
Email                                                                                                                                                 
 
Please CIRCLE the Events and Activities that you are willing to Volunteer for. The actual dates can 
be found on the Calendar Page of the website. The member in charge of the events you check, will 
contact you before the event to ask for your help. 
 
Remember: You need a minimum of 8 volunteer hours to be eligible for GVRDC year-end awards. 
 
  Spring Combined Test – May  Twilight Dressage - July 

5K run – May     Twilight Dressage - August 
Minteer Clinic  - May    Fall Horse Trials - August 
Spring Horse Trials - June    Fall XC Schooling - August 
Any GVRDC Clinic     Fall Intro Event - August 
Twilight Dressage – June   Driving Show - September  
Spring XC Schooling - June    Trail Trial - September 
Firecracker Derby –July   Pumpkin Derby - October 
 

List any other way you would like to volunteer to the Club's Activities or any special skills you have 
to contribute to the Club. 
 

 
CIRCLE how you want to receive the GVRDC NEWSLETTER:      Email Hard copy (USPS) 
MAIL this completed membership form with payment to:  
GVRDC P.O. Box 499, Geneseo, NY 14454 
	

Thank you for your support of the Genesee Valley Riding and Driving Club! 
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GVRDC Officers and Directors 
 

Ann Parks, President ‘19 
Annparks@frontiernet.net  

Carol Kozlowski, Vice President  ‘18 
mothersfield@aol.com	

Heidi Silsby, Treasurer ‘19 
hsilsby@gmail.com  

Jannah Matzan, Recording Secretary ‘18 
Matzan@aol.com  

Lindsay Alberts, Corresponding Secretary ‘18 
lfoxluger@gmail.com  

David Chugg ‘20 
davidchugg@yahoo.com  

Ajia Cherry ‘20 
contact@ajiacherry.com  

Mary Dickinson ‘18 
mary@chaseracres.com 

Pat Moran ‘20 
Pat.moran@frontiernet.net  

Jean Kiefer Wood ‘18 
Jean.Kiefer.Wood@me.com	

Amy Leibeck ‘20 
aleibeck@gmail.com  

 
 

 
Honorary Directors 

 
Elmar Frangenberg 

Stirlin Harris 
Ruth & Robert Heinold 

Valerie Knight* 
Carol Kozlowski 
Richard LaValle 
Dru Malavase 
Hank Minor 
Ann Parks 

Wezo Pierson 
Carrie Ringland 

Martha Wadsworth 
Carrie Wehle 

Publication Dates 
 

Winter Edition: Annual Awards Issue 
Annual Calendar of Events 

Deadline Feb. 15   Distribution March 1 
 

Spring Edition: Competitions Issue 
Entry Info for Events and Shows 

Deadline April 15     Distribution May 1 
 

Summer Edition: Membership Issue 
More Entries, Show Results, Member List 
Deadline July 15      Distribution Aug. 1 

 
Autumn Edition: Show Results Issue 

Competition Results & Year-End Updates 
Deadline Oct. 15      Distribution Nov. 1 

 
Send Submissions to: 
GVRDC Newsletter 

c/o Lisa Nadeau-Legge 
3532 Layton Street Road 

Lyons, NY 14489 
585-230-3176  lisanadeaulegge@gmail.com  

	
National Organizations 

 
United States Equestrian Federation 

4047 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY  40511 

(859) 258-2472 ● (859) 231-6662 (fax) 
www.usef.org 

 
United States Eventing Association 

525 Old Waterford Rd, NW 
Leesburg, VA  20176 

(703) 779-0440 ● (703) 779-0550 (fax) 
www.useventing.com 

 
United Stated Dressage Federation 

4051 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY  40511 

(859) 971-2277 ● (859) 971-7722 (fax) 
www.usdf.org 

 
The American Driving Society 
1837 Ludden Drive; Suite B-120 

Cross Plains, WI  53528 
(608) 237-7382 ● (608) 237-6468 (fax) 
www.americandrivingsociety.org 

	
	
	
	
	

The Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month.  Members are always welcome.   
Dinner at 6:30 PM           Meeting at 7:00 PM        Peppermints, 244 E. Main St., Avon, NY 

Next Meeting Date:    April 16, 2018 
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GVRDC	

P.O.	Box	499	

Geneseo,	NY		14454	

	

	

Please	contact	our	
event	organizers	if	
you	are	able	to	help	
out.		Many	hands	

make	light	work,	and	
year-end	awards	

require	8	volunteer	
hours	during	the	

season.	

	

Thank	you!	
	

	

 

Genesee	Valley	Riding	and	Driving	Club	(GVRDC)		

Mission	Statement	

	

The	Mission	of	the	GVRDC	is	exclusively	to	educate	riders	
and	drivers	residing	in	and	visiting	the	Genesee	Valley	of	

New	York	State	and	to	promote	the	awareness	and	
appreciation	of	riding	and	driving	through	educating	the	
community.		The	goal	in	accomplishing	this	Mission	is	to	
educate	our	members	and	the	public	about	safety	around	
horses,	the	welfare	of	horses,	the	value	of	sportsmanship,	

and	the	beauty	of	riding	and	driving	horses.	

	

www.gvrdc.org	

	

Find	us	on	Facebook!	


